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�  Jerusalem’s history of 
wickedness was notorious. 
Previous attempts to rebuild 
the temple and city walls 
were crushed by the Persian 
King (see Ezra 4:7-23) lest 
they continue their old 
ways. Israel was alone and 
helpless. 

�  As Jesus taught, so 
Nehemiah begins prayer 
from a heavenly perspective 
(see Matt. 6:9) 

�  Nehemiah knows the 
response God’s covenant 
demands and comes 
honestly, empty-handed in 
prayer. 

�  Nehemiah knows the 
promises of Scripture and 
quotes from Deuteronomy, 
pleading as Moses once did: 

�   28:64 
�  30:1-4 
�  12:5 
�  9:29 

�  The project to build the city 
walls and temple would 
have no success without 
God’s providence (e.g. 
Psalm 127:1)  
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