QPEN: t. What was your greatest
ambition when you were 10-127
Have you achieved #t? What (if
any) new ambition did you substi-
tute for your childhood ambition?
2. What have you done that
proved futile at the time but which
you can smile about today? Why
did you do it in the first place?

DIG: Read this invitation page
and leat through Ecclesiastes.
Note captions and other clues to
the book's meaning. 1. What are
soma things to look cut for in this
book? What are your firstimpres-
sions? The key ideas? The com-
mon refrains? What is the general
tone of the book? 2, List the many
things the writar calls "meaning-
less.” Which of these (all, some,
none?) are problems today?
Which do you find closest to your
own experience? 3. How do you
picture the writer of this book:
Young or old? Censervative or
liberal? Faithful or rebellious? Ex-
plain. 5. What modarn book, play
or movie deals with similarthemes
to those in Ecciesiates? How do
the treatmants compare? 6. If you
could ask "the Teacher” one ques-
tion about either the content of the
book or his purpose in writing ft,
what would it be? 7. If Ec-
ctgsiastes were dropped from the
Bible, what would be missing from
the story of God's redemptive
work in history?

REFLECT: 1, Where in your life
do you find things that are "mean-
ingless™? How might you bring
meaning io them? 2. How do
people you know deal with ques-
ticns and doubts? How do you
rgspond to people whe ask ques-
tions that challengae your beliefs?
What sor of respansibility do you
feel when responding te such
questions? 3. Ovartime, we adopt
the faith of others; then we may
drop it for a faith of our own; that
faith may in turn be revised with
maturity. Where are you along
that continuum of faith? What did
you once believe about God, the
Christian life or evil in the world
which, vpon further inspection,
you have changed? 4. What top-
ics of study ratsed in this overview
muost interest you? 5. To get the
mast out of Ecclesiates, what will
you put into it? How will you apply
yourself to the group disciplines
{of study, prayer, shared leader-
ship, outreach, confidantiality, ac-
countahifity, etc.)?
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INVITATION to

ECCLESIASTES

Agenda/60 minutes: Start off your group study with this one-hour
invitation, using the questions in the margin of this page and these suggested
times: (1) OPEN/15 minutes; (2) DIG/30 minutes; (3) REFLECT/ 1%
minutes. Then agree on either the 7.week or 13-week plan below, using the
questions which accompany the focus text. Use other sources to ampiify thix
invitation page, Inciuding the maps at the back of this book.

Author: Traditionally attributed to Solomon, though no writer is named In
the book [see 1:1,12). However, Ecclesiastes may have been the product of a
writer from a later perlod who felt that his teaching was akin to the great
wisdom which Solomon possessed.

Date: Perhaps after the return from exile, in the fifth century B.C. If Solomon
is the author, the book would date from ¢. 950 B.C.

Theme: The significance of human life.

Historical Background: With so little Information avaflable about the author
or date, it Is difficult to place Eccleslastes Into a historical context. One
posstbllity Is that it was produced by a wisdom movement in Judaism that was
responsible for collecting stories and saylngs.

Characteristics: This book has always raised questions concerning its
appropriateness in the OT canon. Its apparent pessimism and questioning of
beliefs that are central to Judalsm and Christlanity has led many to reject or
ignore it. Others have tried to explain it as what Solomon would have said on
an “off"’ day, or suggest that it clearly demonstrates the futllity of the agnostic
and therefore acts ag a warning against such a positlon. it may be, however,
that the work is a foil agalnst which we discern our tendency to overestimate
or overspiritualize our relationship with God. The book Is unsparingly
forthright In recording the author’s desperate search for meaning. While he
might be accused of overstating his case, hints of his true plety are evident {see
7:29), and the concluslon challenges the reader to obey God {12:13-14).

7-week 13-week Preliminary
plan plan Reading

1

Focus Text/Subject

:1-11/Life's Meaninglessness
:1-16/Wealth's Passing Value
:1-15/God’s Soverelgnty
13-5:7/Change and Honesty
8-6:9/Riches

10-7:14/The Truly Good
15-8:1/Extremism and Sin
2
1
1

2

.

-17/Response to Infustice
~12/Chance and Destiny
3-10:15/Wisdom and Folly

[74]
OO b by —

1:1-6/Investing Wisely
1:7-12:8/Life’s Backside
2

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
9
1
1
12:9-14/Conclusion

Ecclesiastes

. Bvegything Is Meaningless
ﬂ The words of the Teacher,# son of David, king in Jerusalem:

2"Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher,

“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningiess.”

What does man gain from all his labor
at which he toils under the sun?
4Generations come and generations go,
but the earth remains forever.
5The sun rises and the sun sets,
and hurries back to where it rises.
6The wind blows to the south
and turns to the north;
round and round it goes,
ever returning on its course.
7All streams flow into the sea,
yet the sea is never fuil.
To the place the streams come from,
there they return again.
8All things are wearisome,
more than one can say.
The eye never has enough of seeing,
nor the ear its fill of hearing.
“What has been will be again,
what has been done will be done again;
there is nothing new under the sun.
1615 there anything of which one can say,
"Look! This is something new™?
It was here already, long ago;
it was here before our time.
UThere is no remembrance of men of old,
and even those who are yet to come
will not be remembered
by those who follow.

Wisdom Is Meaningless

12], the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. !3] devoted myself
to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under heaven. What
a heavy burden God has laid on men! 191 have seen all the things that
are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the
wind.

\"What is twisted cannot be straightened;
what 1Is lacking cannot be counted.

19] thought to myself, “Look, | have grown and increased in wisdom
more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem hefore me; 1 have
experienced much of wisdom and knowledge.” '"Then [ applied myseif
to the understanding of wisdom, and alse of madness and folly, but I
learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind.

&} Or lezder of the assembly; also in verses 2 and 12

OPEN: 1. What clothing was in
style when you were thirteen?
Would you be “caught dead” in
them taday? 2. What was the first
large thing you saved your pen-
mes for? 3. Which stary from your
childhood would you like to pass
an o your descendants?

DIG: 1. The word for "meaning-
less™ {v.1) can also mean "breath”
or “vapor”. What, then, is meant
by the motto, “everything is
meaningless™? 2. What does the
phrase “under the sun” {vv.3,9)
tefl you about the perspective of
this  thesis? 3. How does
mankind’s labor compare with the
garth's cycie (vw.3-7)7 4. What
problem does verse 8 point out?
5. What's the theme of verses 9-
107 What qualifies as "something
new" by this Teacher's definition?
6. In verse i1, what tane of voice
do you hear? What logic do you
see? Is verse 11 the logical exten-
sign ar ingvitable conclusion of
careful reasoning? O I8 this an
emotional lament of an embittered
old man?

REFLECT: 1. Whai areas of life
do you take Lo serigusly? 2. What
parallel do you see between this
passagée and Christ’'s saying,
“What dees it profit a man...” (MK
8:36)7 3. For what have you spent
your life faboring? What do you
have to show for it? 4. For what
would you like to be remembered
after you are long gone?

QPEN: 1.Inwhich subject did (or
do) you get the best grades? 2. At
what age did you first say, "t know
more than my 1eachers (or par-
amsy?

PIG; 1, Where has the Teachar
searched for wisdom? 2. What is
the “burden” in verse 137 Why is
God blamed for it? 3. Why does
wisdom bring sorrow and knowi-
edge bring grief?

REFLECT: 1. Where ‘under
heaven” have you searched for
meaning? Where have you found
it? 2. Inwhat instances has knowi-
edye causaed you sarrow?
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OPEN: 1. What crazy stunt in
high schoal are you remembered
for? 2. What creative science
project do you remember from
those days? 3. What material
goods are on your all-time wish
list?

DIG: 1. What paradox doss the
teacher find in hedonism (vv.1-
3)? 2. What do these key phrases
tell you about the perspective of
this passage: a) "During the few
days of theirfives™ {v.3)? b} “Under
the sun® (v.11)? ¢) “In days to
come” (v, 16)7 3, What "great proj-
ects” does he undertake (vv.4-8)7
What desires were such projects
meant to satisty? 4. During these
projects, what is the Teacher's
relation to wisdom (vv.3,9,12-
1317 8. In verses 12-186, 1o what
does “wisdom” refer: Sgiritua!
insight? Street smarts? Survivat
skills? Upright behavior? 6. Does
“tolly” hera mean something simi-
lar to wisdom, or something
oppesite? 7. How is light better
than darkness? What does this
33y about the difference between
wisdom and folly? 8. Why is this
Teacher sc unhappy with what so
many would call success?

REFLECT: 1. What is the most
important project you have under-
takenin the last year? How do you
measure your success in that? 2,
Do you see yourself as more led
by your heart, or by your head? In
what areas to you find yourself
conlrolled more by your desires
than by wisdom? 3. Do you regard
death as the final tragedy or thg
finai trivmph? Is the death of the
fool different fram that of the wise?
How can you prepare yourself for
death? 4. How does a passage
like this help you focus on the truly
important things in iife? What are
they?

QPEN: What is your most valued
possession? Who would you like
to leava it to when you die?

PRIG: 1. Why did the Teacher hate
lite? 2. Wha is said to be the real
benegficiary of someone's work
{vv.18-21)? Why is that? 3. How
da verses 24-26 contrast with
the preceding? 4. What does it
mean to ‘please God" in this
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"For with much wisdom comes much sorrow;
the more knowledge, the more grief,

Pleasures Are Meaningless

I thought in my heart, ‘‘Come now, | will test you wih pleasure

to find out what is good.” But that alse proved te be meaningless.
Z“'Laughter,” I said, “is foolish. And what does pleasure accompllsh?*
3 tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly—my mind stin
guiding me with wisdom. [ wanted to see what was worthwhile for men
to do under heaven during the few days of their lives,

I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planled
vineyards. 5] made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of frult trees
in them, °l made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees. /|
bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in
my house. ] also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusatcin
before me. 8 amassed sitver and gold for myself, and the treasurc of
kings and provinces. [ acquired men and women singers, and a hatem *
as well-—the delights of the heart of man. °1 became greater by far than
anyone in Jerusalem before me. In all this my wisdom stayed with

19[ denied myself nothing my eyes desired;
I refused my heart no pleasure,
My heart took delight in ali my work,
and this was the reward for all my labor.
*Yet when ! surveyed all that my hands had done
and what T had toiled to achieve,
everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind;
nothing was gained under the sun.

Wisdom and Folly Are Meaningless

©2Then | turned my thoughts to consider wisdom,
and also madness and folly.
What more can the king's successor do
than what has already been done?
131 saw that wisdom is better than folly,
just as light is better than darkness.
1“The wise man has eyes in his head,
while the fool walks in the darkness;
but I came to realize
that the same fate overtakes them both.

YThen I thought in my heart,

“The fate of the fool will overtake me also,
What then do [ gain by being wise?”

I said in my heart,
“This too is meaningless.”

18For the wise man, like the fool, will not be long
remembered;

in days to come both will be forgotten.

Like the fool, the wise man too must diet

Toil Is Meaningless

1750 | hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was
grievous to me, All of it is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. '™
hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because | must leave
them to the one who comes after me. '"And who knows whether he
will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work
into which | have poured my effort and skitl under the sun. This tou
is meaningless. 250 my heart began to despair over all my toilsome

48 The meaning of the Hebrew ot this phrase is uncertain,

under the sun. #'For & man may do hls work with wisdom,
ledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns (o someone
has not worked for it, This too Is meaningless and a great misfor-
Ma, ““What does a man get for atl the toil and anxious striving with
ghich he labors under the sun? 23AlL his days his work is pain and grief;
i1 at ntight his mind does not rest. This too is meaningless.
A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfac-

In hls work, This too, [ see, is from the hand of God, 25for without
{In, who can eat or find enjoyment? 26To the man who pleases him,
yd gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives
fhe task of gathering and storing up wealth 1o hand it over to the one
‘wha pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

A Time for Everything

There is a time for everything,
- and a season for every activity under heavemn:

2 p time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
3 atime to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
4 atime to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
5 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain,
¢ a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
7 a time to tear and a time {0 mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
& atime to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

"What does the worker gain from his toil? ' have seen the burden
‘God has laid on men. ''He has made everything beautiful in its time.
He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom
what God has done from beginning to end. '?I know that there is
-figthing better for men than to be happy and do good while they live.
‘DThat everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his
4oil—this is the gift of God. I know that everything God does will
" ghidute forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it.
“Clod does it so that men will revere him.

15Whatever is has already been,
and what will be has been before;
and God will call the past to account. ©

18And [ saw something else under the sun:

In the place of judgment—wickedness was there,
in the place of justice—wickedness was there.

7] thought in my heart,

“God will bring to judgment
both the righteous and the wicked,

for there will be a time for every activity,
a time for every deed.”

] also thought, “As for men, God tests them so that they may see
fhat they are like the animals. 1®°Man's fate is like that of the animals;
{he same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the other. All have
he same breath 9; man has no advantage over the animal. Everything

#15 Or God calls back the past @19 Or spirit

conrlext? 5. Whal deas God hav
ta do with satistaction in werk? (
Who is the "sinner™? Why doe
God favor the one over the other

REFLECT: 1. Why do you work
When do you most feel like m
working? 2. Do you see your wol
as a gift from God, as drudgery, «
botn? Does that make you grak
ful, even for the drudgery, or hat
ful? Why?

QPEN: 1. What is the most in
portant date you ever targot? !
which are you like at a party:
Party animal? (b) Party poope:
{¢) Hostess helper? (d} W:
flower? 3. What was your favori
season asa child? Why? Which
your favorite naw?

DiG: 1. In the list of opposi
{vv.1-8), is the Teacher descril
ing what is, ar prescribing wh
ong shouid do® Why do you thir
507 2, What is "the burden Gt
has laid on man” (v.10)? 3. Wh
does i mean to "set eternity in th
hearts of men" (v.11)? 4. What
the Teacher encouraging

varsas 12-13: Hedonism? Gra
tude? Or what? 5. Toward wh
end dees zll of this peint (vv.1.
15)7 6. What 1s meant by "God w
call the past to account™ (v.15)°

REFLECT: 1. What "time”is it f
you? At what “times” (vv.1-8} «
you doubt that God is in contro
2, Would you rather spend yo
time fathoming God's work {(v.11
doing good {v.12), or eating ar
drinking (v.13)7 Why? 3. How ¢
you differentiate enjoying you
self from going too far? 4, Do
belief in God's sovereignty fre
you to enjoy life? How s07?

OPEN: 1. Which childhood p
do you miss mosi? Is your dei
pet in the ground or in "anim
heaven"? Why do you think sa?
tf you died and revisited this lite
an animal, wnat would you be?

DIG: 1. How dces the theme
this passage {vv.16-17) reiate
the previous one? 2. How a
numans like, and urdike, animal:
3. How does the "wickedness”
varse 16 relate to this comparis
with animels? 4. What does tF
passage teach concerning 1l
destiny of humans? Or animals

REFLECT: 1. How da you r
spond to those who act as if the
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Eccleslastes 3:20

is ne God or final judgment? 2.
How does the promise of eternal
lite {Jn 5:24)help you deal with
injustice?

OPEN: 1. When in life were you
most in need of a friend? Did one
come? 2. Which of your
neightbor's possessions do you
most covet?

DIG: 1. Who are the “oppressed”
in verse 17 The "oppressors"? 2.
Why does the Teacher say that
the dead are happier than the
living? 3. What does he say is
the primary motivation for man-
kind (v.4)7 4. What is the meaning
of each of the proverbs in verses
5-67 What do they imply is
the Teacher's view of labor and
competition?

REFLEGT: 1. Do you see yourself
mare often in the role of the
“oppressed” or the “oppressor’?
How so% 2. How much does
someone s wealth or status atfect
the way you treat him? 3. Do you
presently have “one handful” or
“two” (v 617

OPEN: 1. What job have you
tackled by yoursel that you
should have asked someonse to
help you with? What were the re-
sulls? 2. If you were starting a new
business, whom would you
choose 1o be your partner? Why?

DIG: 1. What is the status of
the man in varse Ba? How maten-
ally successful is he? At what
cost? What is he questoning?
2. Why does the Teacher see the
“pusiness” in verse 8 as ‘mean-—
ingless"7 3. What are the benefits
of “twa" in verses 9-127 How is
the provartrin 120 a fitting conclu-
sion?

REFLECT: 1. For whom (your-
self, God, others} do youtoil in the
different areas of lite {work, home,
school, church)? How much satis-
faction ¢do you darive from your
1ol and your companions? 2, How
pasy is it for you to allow someone
to nglp you? Or, to l¢t someonse
know that you need heip? 3.
Where would you be spiritually
were it not for others’ “help”? 4.
How can you be part of & “three-
fold cord”, strengthening othars?

is meaningtess. 22All go to the same place; all come from dusl, and to
dust all return. 2'Wha knows if the spizit of man rises upward and If
the spirit of the animal ¢ goes down into the earth?”

22§ [ saw that there is nothing better for 2 man than to enjoy his
work, because that is his lot, For who can bring him to see what will
happen after him?

Oppression, Toil, Friendlessness

h. >mm.5:oowmam=amm€m=9m owu..mmmmon%ﬂimmEE:mu_mﬁ.
uhder the suti:

1 saw the tears of the oppressed—
and they have no comforter;
power was on the side of their oppressors—
and they have no comforter.
2And | declared that the dead,
who had already died,
are happier than the living,
who are still alive.
3But better than both
is he who has not yet been,
who has not seen the evil
that is done under the sun.

4And I saw that all labor and all achievemnent spring from man’s envy
of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

5The fool folds his hands
and ruins himself.

¢Better one handful with tranquillity
than two handfuls with toil
and chasing after the wind.

’

Again I saw something meaningless under the sun:

8There was a man all afone;

he had neither son nor brother.
There was ho end to his toil,

yet his eyes were not content with his wealth.
“For whom am | toiling,” he asked,

““and why am [ depriving myself of enjoyment?”
This too is meaningless-—

a miserable business!

?Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their work:
0If one falls down,
his friend can help him up.
But pity the man who falls
and has no one to help him up!
11Alsa, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone?
i2Though one may be overpowered,
two can defend themselves.
A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

PAT O Wi kaows the spiiie of san, whick e niieand sk S v uf thie animial, which

Advancement [s Meaningless

Retter a poor but wise youlh than an oid but foolish king who no
longer knows how to take warning. '#The youth may have come from
prison to the kingship, or he may have been born in poverty within his
kingdom. !5i saw that atl who lived and walked under the sun followed
the youth, the king's successor. '¢There was no end to all the people
who were before them. But those who came later were not pleased with
the successor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

Stand in Awe of God

m Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen
rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they
do wrong.

2Do not be quick with your mouth,
do not be hasty in your heart
to utter anything before God.
God Is In heaven
and you are on earth,
so let your words be few.
3As a dream comes when there are many cares,
so the speech of a fool when there are many words.

4When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilting it. He has
no pleasure In fools; fulfill your vow. 5]t is better not to vow than to
make a vow and not fulfill it. $Do not let your mouth lead you into sin.
And do not protest to the temple, messenger, **My vow was 2 mistake.”
Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your
hands? “Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore
stand in awe of God.

Riches Are Meaningless

8]f you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights
denied, do not be surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by
& higher one, and over them hoth are others higher still. *The increase
from the tand is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields.

iWWhoever loves money never has money enough;
whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his
income.
This too is meaningiess.

11As goods increase,
so do those who consume them.
And what benefit are they to the owner
except to feast his eyes on them?

12The sleep of a laborer is sweet,
whether he eats little or much,
but the abundance of a rich man
permits him no sleep.

13] have seen a grievous evil under the sun:

wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner,
14 gr wealth lost through some misfortune,
so that when he has a son
there is nothing left for him.
"Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb,
and as he comes, so he departs.
He takes nothing from his labor
that he can carry In his hand.

R e

OPEN: 1. How do you react
guest preacher {vs, the rec
pastor}? 2. What “hasty pron
did you later regret making?

PG: 1. These two pass:
(4:13-16; 5:1-7) focus onour
tionship to lordship. What tyf
lordship is the fecus in tha firs
the second? 2. in 4:13-16, w
the old king so unpopuiar?
successor so popular? Why
those who come “later”

pleased with the succe
{4:161? 3, In 5:1-7, what is
fooi's error? What is meant b
axhortations to “lislen”, “kee
fert”, and "not delay™? Wha
the potential results of “g
mouths? 4. How does ver
summarize the message ¢f 5
Ot 4:13-167

REFLECT: 1. Facing poor o
leadership in & particular g
when are you most patient?
prayertul?  Most  pushy
change? Most "quick with
mouth®? 2, How do you be
part of its sclution instead ¢
problem? 3. What do you do
you make a hasly promise
cannot keep?

QPEN: 1. What was the
physically exhausting job
everdid? 2. What effectdoe:
work have on you: a) Invi
tion? b) Frustration? ¢) Ex
tion? d) Boredom? 3. What |
ure in lite do you not get er
time for?

DIG: 1. What is the reast
the oppressicn in 5:8-97
should we not be surpris
this? 2. Why do the three
verbs (5:10,11,12) prove

meaningless? 3. What

money is e bemoaning he:
The addiction 1o money? |
emptiness? (c) The swa
hangers-on? {d) The indut
of money? 4. What is the *
ous evil” of 5:13-157 Qf 5:1
How do “wealth hoarded
“wealth jost” {5:13-14) fitin
observation? 5. What isn't
about going out as naked

arrive? |s the Teacher ask
life more than it can ever gi
In5:18-20, whatdoes the T¢
conclude is "geod and pn
Why (see 2:24-26)7 7. Why
blessing not to *reflact™ w
mind but 10 "enjoy” with the

Whal might tha Teacher be

about himself hore? 8. Wha
athet avil in G:4-2 and 3-6°




esinston 5:16

ol influences tho Toachar's
clusions (v.6b}7? 9, How does
9 continue the thought of the
seding? What is "better” {v.g)?
7

'LECT: 1. Do you view the
-onatthe top of your organiza-
as getling rich off the others
n below? Where are you on
corporate ladder-~getting
i or getting poorer? 2. What
ity does the pursuit of wealth
work have in your lite? Is this
rasary? What are you expect-
our life's work will give you in
nd? 3. Are you more inciined
ilp the poor and needy when
situation is similar, ar whan
“1ave more money to make a
ar difference? 4. How much
Iness of heart” do you pres-
experience in your “labor
r the sun” (5:20)7 What
d help you enjoy your work
7 5. In the Old Testament,
‘dream of a lifetime" was
reds of children and thou-
$ of years on earth (6:3,6).
is your life's dream? When
! you most enjoy your life’s
iments?

k1. if you compared your
a product in a Sears cata-
which itemn is it most like:
war toci? (b} Sofa? (o} Lawn
1ent? (d) Grey flannel paja-
1) Other: ? Would you
& good, better, or best
? 2. Who in your family is
ost accormplished funeral-
What sets him apart? 3.
vas the last persan to “teil
f"? Why? How dig you
4. Dream a bit: ¥ ail goes
‘hat do you predict for your-
it year?

. In 8:10-12, the Teacher
some obsaervations and
ans that introduce the next
. What are the observa.
The questions? 2. In 7:1-
w does the Teacher go
searching for answers to
2stion, "What is good"? Is
1g absolutely good, or are
1ings only relativoly better?

1This too is 2 grievous evil:

'8Then [ realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink,
and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the
few days of life God has given him—for this is his lot. "Moreover, when
God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy
them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work—this s a gift of God,
20He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him
occupied with gladness of heart.

o I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on

men: 2God gives a man wealth, possessions and honer, so that he
lacks nothing his heart desires, but God does not enable him to enjoy
them, and a stranger enjoys them instead. This is meaningless, a griey-
ous evil.

*A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no
matter how long he lives, if he cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not
receive proper burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he,
It comes without meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness (s
name is shrouded. SThough it never saw the sun or knew anything, it
has more rest than does that man— %even if he lives a thousand years
twice over but fails to enjoy his prosperity. Do not all £0 to the same

place?

"?For who knows what is good for a man in life, during the few and
meaningless days he passes through like a shadow? Who can teil hin
what will happen under the sun after he is gone?

Wisdom

7

As a man comes, se he departs,
and what does he gain,
since he toils for the wind?
17All his days he eats in darkness,
Wwith great frustration, affliction and anger.

TAll man's efforts are for his mouth,
yet his appetite is never satisfied.
8What advantage has a wise man
over a fool?
What does a poor man gain
by knowing how to conduct himself before others?
“Better what the eye sees
than the roving of the appetite.
This too is meaningless,
a chasing after the wind.

'Whatever exists has already heen named,
and what man is has been known;
RO mMan ¢at contend
with one who is stronger than he.
UThe more the words,
the less the meaning,
and how does that profit anyone?

A pgood name is better than fine perfumne,
and the day of death better than the day of birth,
*It is better to go to a house of mourning
than to go to a house of feasting,
for death is the destiny of every man;
the living should take this to heart.
3Sorrow is better than laughter,
because a sad face is gaod for the heart,
“The heart of the wise i in the house of mourning,

but the heart of fools Is in the house of pleasure.
St is better to heed s wise man's rebuke

than to tisten to the song of fools.
SLike the crackling of thorns under the pot,

50 is the laughter of fools.
This too is meaningless.

7Extortion turns a wise man into a fool,
and a bribe corrupts the heart.

The end of a matter is better than its beginning,
and patience is better than pride.

°Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit,
for anger resides in the lap of fools,

1%Do not say, “Why were the old days better than

these?”

For it is not wise to ask such questions.

!'Wisdom, like an inheritance, is a good thing
and benefits those who see the sun.

12Wisdom {5 a shelter
as money is a shelter,

but the advantage of knowledge is this:
that wisdom preserves the life of its possessor.

BConsider what God has done:

Wheo can straighten

what he has made crooked?
4When times are good, be happy;
but when times are bad, consider;

God has tnade the one
as well as the other,

Therefore, a man cannot discover

anything about his future,

15In this meaningless life of mine I have seen both of these:

a rightecus man perishing in his righteousness,
and a wicked man living long in his wickedness.

¢Do not be overrighteous,
neither be overwise—
why destroy yourself?
7Do not be overwicked,
and do not be a fool—
why die before your time?
18]t Is good to grasp the one

and not let go of the other.
The man who fears God will avoid ali extremes./

1"Wisdom makes one wise man more powerful

than ten rulers in a city.

2There is not a rightecus man on earth
who does what is right and never sins,

2IDo not pay attention to every word people say,
or you may hear your servant cursing you—

Zfor you know in your heart

that many times you yourself have cursed others.
23AIl this 1 tested by wisdom and 1 said,
“I am determlaed to e wise”"—

FHy O wili foliow hem both

Eccleslastes 7:23

3. in each of the couplets or
comparisons in 7:1-4, which is the
better thing and why? 4. What is
the reason behind the advice
given in varses 5-77 5. Why is the
question in verse 10 sa unwise
{see 7:8-10; 1:8}? &. In 7:11-12,
what is meant by comparing wis-
dom to "an inherifance™ To a
“shelter”? How does wisdom pre-
serve iife?

REFLECT: 1. How sincere is your
quest for the "good™ things Gogl
provides in lite? How do you rec-
ognize them? 2. When you are
confused, haw do you decide who
1o fisten to? How do you know
when to give advice? Rebuke?
Praise? 3. As compared to dwell-
Ing on the past ar lenging for the
future, how much do you live in
the presemt? How much do you
enjoy it? What can you da to enjay
the “here and now" more? 4.
Would you say these days are
good times or bad times for you?
Is your answer based on nostalgia
{for the past) or hope {tor the fu-
ture)?

OPEN: 1, What gossip about
yourself got back to you and made
your blood-boif? Hew did you
react? 2. In trying new things,
which are you: (a) Cautious? (b)
Venturesome? {c} Uninterested?
In what areas are you most likely
to experiment?

CIG: 1. What sbservations inspira
these warnings {wv.15-18)7 What
i5 meant by "over-righteous"
(v.18)7? By “over-wicked® (v.17)7?
2_Would the Teacher ever say,
“Nothing to excess, everything in
moderation™? How does such a
view sguare with genuing fear of
God (v.18)7 3. Is verse 20 a con-
fession, an excuse or an acgusa-
tion? What light does versa 20
shed on verse 197 4. What is the
danger in paying attention to gos-
sip or hearsay {v.21)? What
theme unites verses 18-227 8. In
verses 23 and 25, what are the
Teacher's goals? How do they
differ? What dees he conclude
aboul these goals? What is meant
by “the scheme of things® (vv.25,
27}7 6. How do the two stories
abell "woman” (vv.26G, 2B-29) dit-

EP Y TSNP
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SRITUSM (o) Banmpling of .
nisand” wives (v .24, son 1K
13)? (b} Experionce with human
lure (v.20)7 (c} Revealed truth
Sreation and the Fall (v.29)7 7.
he "search of many schemes”
29) our faultar our fate? Why?
nlight of 7:24, how is ;1 basgt
lerstood? What is the advan-
e of wisdom in this verse?

FLECT: 1. Who sees you as
extremist™? Inwhat? Has such
emism helped, or hindered,
r ability 1o minister? How sg?
/hat do you do when you fing
in your life? How does this
*t your self image? 3. When
1 you “curse” others (v.22)7
can you break that habit? 4,
fou ignorant of the scheme of
1s, or ali teo aware? In what
ive ways can you can in-
38 in such wisdom? 5. Are
1"snhare” to others (v.26}, or
wighter {vv.28-297 How s0?

Iz 1. Who was the first
"you stood up against? With
‘esults? 2. Whan you hear
rase "the good dig young",
de you think of? At such
are yau: (a) Sorrawiul? (b
.vonnb Disgusted ? {d) Disilly-

. What reasons are given
dience in verses 2-57 How
# "wise heart” know “the
time and procedure” {vv.5-
3:1-15)7 2, Who would you
e for “no man” in verses
every sentence? 3, Who
la be the subject in verses
“Jow does the “tording it
verse 9 contrast to having
over” in verse 8? 4. What
roblem in verse 11, and
‘0 blame for it? In verses
what injustice does the
“see? In what ways will it
ter” for the God-fearer
3)? Why? 5. How is the
depicted in verse 14
less? How does varse 15
u: {a) Realistic? (b) Sar-
‘c) Cop-out? (d} Joyful?
the link between verses
47 6. What is the differ-
w¥een 5¢eing "all that God

but thiy was beyond me.

“Whatever wisdom may be,
it Is far off and most profound--
who can discover it?

2380 [ turned my mind to understand,
to investigate and to search out wisdom and the

scheme of things
and to understand the stupidity of wickedness

and the madness of folly,

2] find more bitter than death
the woman who is a snare,
whose heart is a trap
and whose hands are chains.
The man who pleases God will escape her,
but the sinner she wiil ensnare,

27"Look,” says the Teacher, ¢ “this is what I have discovered:

:>Q&H%.o=m thing to another to discaver the scheme of
ings—
# while [ was still searching
but not finding—
I found one MPpright, man among a thousand,
but not one upright, woman among them all,
2*This only have T found:
God made mankind upright,
but men have gone in search of many schemes.”

m Who is like the wise man?
Who knows the explanation of things?
Wisdom brightens a man's face
and changes its hard appearance.

Obey the King

20Obey the king’s conmand, I say, because you took an oath b
4 wfure
God. 3Do not be in a hurry to leave ,Sm king’s presence. Do not stan
up for a bad cause, for he will do whatever he Pleases. “Since a king'
word is supreme, who can say to him, “What are you dolnge'®

SWhoever ocﬂa his command will come to no harm,
and the wise heart will know the proper time and
procedure,
SFor there is a proper time and procedure for every
matter,
though a man’s isery weighs heavily upoan him.

“Since no man knows the future,
who can tell him what is to come?
8No man has power over the wind to contalin [t4
50 no one has power over the day of his death.
As no one is discharged in time of war,
50 wickedness will not release those who practice #,

®All this | saw, as | applied my mind to everythin
I saw g done under the
wE. There is a time sﬁmu 2 man lords it over others to his gwn ! Hur,
Then too, I saw the wicked buried—those who used to come and jg
n,o.a the holy place and receive praise/ in the city where they did this

,_.:___u e«ao is meaningiess.

hen the sentence for a crime is not quickly carrled out, the hedsgg
of the people are filled with schemes to do wrong, a>==o=x.: a wickeg

£27 O leader of the assembly AR Ot ovr v it 15 petatn i L
Q. Py
10 Same Hehrew manuicripls and Septusgior EANUILA, trost Hedrew ===_§._._En mﬁﬁﬁ&iA

fuan commits a hundred crlmes and st lives a long (ime, | know that
it will go betrer with God-Tearing men, whe are reverent before God,
"'Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with them,
and thelr days will not lengthen llke a shadow,

'“There is something else meaningless that occurs on earth: right-
rous men who get what the wicked deserve, and wicked men who get
what the righteous deserve. This too, | say, is meaningless. 158g |
commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man
uldler the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompa-
ny him in his work all the days of the life God has given him under the
hitiN

"*When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe man’s
labor on earth—his eyes not seeing sleep day or night— '7then | saw
all that God has done. No one can comprehend what goes on under the
sun. Despite all his efforts to search it out, man cannot discover its
meaning. Even if 2 wise man claims he knows, he cannot really compre-
hend it.

A Cominon Destiny for All

o So I reftected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the
wise and what they do are in God’s hands, but tio man knows
whether love or hate awaits him. 2All share a common destiny—the
righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad,* the clean and the
unclean, those who offer sacrifices and those who do not,

As it is with the good man,
50 with the sinner;
as it is with those who take oaths,
50 with those who are afraid to take them.

"This is the evil in everything that happens under the sun: The same
destiny overtakes all. The hearts of men, moreover, are full of evil and
there is madness in their hearts while they live, and afterward they join
1he dead. “Anyone who is among the living has hope ~—even a live dog
Is better off than a dead lion!

5For the living know that they will die,
but the dead know nothing;
they have no further reward,
and even the memory of them is forgotten.
9Their love, their hate
and their jealousy have long since vanished;
never again will they have a part
in anything that happens under the sun.

?Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful
heart, for it is now that God favors what you do. 8Always be clothed in
white, and always anoint your head with oil. SEnjoy life with your wife,
whom you love, ail the days of this meaningless life that God has given
you under the sun— all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in
life and in your toilsome labor under the sun. "Whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, " where you are
poing, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wis-
dom.

'[ have seen something else under the sun:

The race is not to the swift
ar the baitle to the strong,
nor does food come to the wise
or wealth o the briltiant

44 Septwagint (Aquia), Yuigte and Spsac, Hetiaw dues not have and the bad,
Arn iy to be chosen? With sl wits isw, ihwed it hope “t10 Hehraw Sheéo!

4Oy What

Eccleslantes 0:11

has done” and grasping “what
goes on” (v.17)? What aavice is
implied in tha Teacher's realiza-
tion {vv.16-17)?

REFLECT: 1. What sort of injus-
tices {personal, family, global) are
most likely to arouse you to act?
Whera do you draw the line {“To
here, and no farther}? 2, How
does your search for answers 1o
life's prablems affect your refa-
tionship with God? How easy s it
for you to trust him when the an-
swers are unzttainabte ? What can
be done to develop such trust?

OPEN: 1. Everyone knows the
phrase, “You can't take it with
you." if you could, what one ex-
ception to this rule would you like,
when your time comes? 2. What
caths or vows have you ever taken
(scauts, marriaga, secrecy, etc.}?
How easy is it for you to keep
them?

DIG: 1. What does the Teacher
conclude sbout human destiny
(vw.1-2)? What people “take
oaths"? Wha are "afraid to™ (v.2)?
2. What theme unifles verses 3-67
How is death descriped hera? In
this cantext, what is the *“madness
in theiy hearts” (v.3): Evil? Crazi-
ness? Aliveness? Hope? Love?
Hate? Jealousy? 3, To whaom is
this macdness ascribed? In this
caontext, are you “mad"? 4. Ta
what actions does the Teacher
exhort us in verses 7-10? To what
attitude? What motivationdoes ha
suggest for such a lifestyle? What
does it mean to be "clothed in
white" (v.8)7 5. What explanation
is offered for the apparent contra-
dictians in vorse 11? How does
this refate to the “evil times” in
versa 127

REFLECT: 1. Do you feel you
deserve a reward in life for your
righteousness? Or would some
kick-in-the-pants be more appro-
priate? What trephy, booby prize
ar punishment do you fesl you
deserve? 2, In what ways do you
feel you receive the benefits of
faith in this life? Are thera benefits
that you have ignored orrejected?
Why? What are they? 3. Given the
unexpected nature of life {vww.11-
12), how do you prepare yourselfl
fer such disruptions? How can you
best kelp others through them?




sinates 9:12

;1. In games of strategy,
ould you rate yourself: (a)
ss7 (b) Reluctant? (¢) First
17 2, If you could learn any
aent, what would it be?
iong would you tike to play
3. What was the last time
ot tost? Where were you
' Did you ever get there?

. The Teacher derives two
; from the example story in
6. What are they? 2. How
the first pair of proverbs
18} carrespond to the pre-
| example story? What
s are similar? Do they agree
rtake issue with, the stary?
oasn'l wisdom win out? 3.
wo things are contrasied in
7 What is the main point
4, In this context {vv.3-5},
wraong with leaving your
5. What is the “svil" in 16:5-
iere is it found? 6. In 10:6-
ere do you see poetic jus-
landom evenis? Cause and
? Dry humor? How dees the
in verse 10 relate to
m? 7. What topic is ad-
od in 10:12-157 What pro-
on is evident in 10:12-14a?
does the contention in
2 add to the preblem of the
What hope, if any, is there
+ lost fool?

ECT: 1. How daes
yne's social position atect
espect for his epinions? In
ways could that person's
ym” help you? 2. How
d" are you in the various
of life (family, friendships,
ministry) ? In which areas do
weed to develop greater
' How can this best be done?
an your small group helpin
3, How has something fool-
u said affected others and
slt? Yo whom do you need to
gize because of it (no
3)7 What practical steps can
ke to avoid such “foolish”
rsation?

or favor to the |earned;
but time and chance happen to them all.

ZMoreover, no man knows when his hour will come:

As fish are caught in & cruel net,
or birds are taken in 2 share,

so men are trapped by evil times
that fall unexpectedly upon them.

Wisdom Better Than Folly

13] aiso saw under the sun this example of wisdom that greatly
impressed me: '4There was once a small city with only a few people
in it. And a powerful king came against it, surrounded it and built huge
siegeworks against it. 1*Now there lived in that city a man poor but
wise, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But nobody remembe red that
poor man. 650 I said, “Wisdom is better than strength.” But the poor
man's wisdom is despised, and his words are no longer heeded.

YThe quiet words of the wise are more to be heeded
than the shouts of a ruler of fools.

18Wisdom is better than weapons of war,
but one sinner destroys much good.

,— o As dead flies give perfume a bad smell,
so a little folly outweighs wisdom and honor.
2The heart of the wise inclines to the right,
but the heart of the fool to the left.
3Even as he walks along the road,
the fool lacks sense
and shows everyone how stupid he is.
4If a ruler's anger rises against you,
do not leave your post;
calmness ¢an lay great errors to rest.

5There is an evil [ have seen under the sun,
the sort of error that arises from a ruler:

SFools are put in many high positions,
while the rich occupy the low ones.

7I have seen slaves en horseback,
while princes go on foot like slaves.

SWhoever digs a pit may fall into it;
whoever breaks through a wail may be bitten by a
snake.
%Whoever quarries stones may be injured by them;
whaever splits logs may be endangered by them.

101f the ax is dull
and its edge unsharpened,
more strength is needed
but skill will bring success.

HIf a snake bites before it is charmed,
there is no profit for the charmer.

TWords from a wise man’s mouth are gracious,
but a fool is consumed by his own lips.
13At the beginning his words are folly;
at the end they are wicked madness—
14 and the fool multiplies words.

No one knows what is coming—
who can tell him what wiil happen after him?

1A Tool's work wearles hiin;
he does not know the way to town.

wWoe ta you, ) tand whese king was a servant”
and whose princes feast in the morning.

17Blessed are you, O land whose king is of noble birth
and whose princes eat at a proper time—
for strength and not for drunkenness.

18]f a man is lazy, the rafters sag;
if his hands are idle, the house leaks.

194 feast s made for laughter,
and wine makes life merry,
but money is the answer for everything.

20Dp not revile the king even in your thoughts,
or curse the rich in your bedroom,
because a bird of the air may carry your words,
and a bird on the wing may repert what you say.

Bread Upon the Waters

.— M Cast your bread upon the walers,
for after many days you will find It again.
2Glve portions to seven, yes to eight,
for you do not know what disaster may come upon
the land.

31f clouds are full of water,
they pour rain upon the earth.

Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north,
in the place where it falls, there will it lie.

aWhoever watches the wind will not plant;
whoever looks at the clouds will not reap.

5As you do not know the path of the wind,

or how the body is formed? in a mother's womb,
30 you cannot understand the work of God,

the Maker of all things.

¢Sow your seed in the morning,
and at evening let not your hands be idle,
for you do not know which will succeed,
whether this or that,
or whether both will do equally well.

Remember Your Creator While Young

TLight is sweet,
and it pieases the eyes to see the sun.
fHowever many years a man may live,
let him enjoy them all.
Wit let him remember the days of darkness,
for they will be many.
Everything to come is meaningless.

“Be happy, young man, while you are young,
and let your heart give you joy in the days of your
youth.
Eollow the ways of your heart
and whatever your eyes see,
but know that for all these things
God wlll bring you to judgment.

nig A0 king is & chitd #8 {3 Anpw haw Tife {or the 3pird / enters the body being Jormed

Ectindiantes 119

OPEN: Everquit ajobduetothe
boss? What made the boss a
“royal pain” to work for?

DIG: 1. What makes a leader good
or bad (vv.16-17)7 Why the “woe"
and “blessing™ of the land? 2,
What do verses 18-19 say about
government? How is money the
“answer” {v.19}7 3. Why should
we not tevile those in power?

AEFLECT: 1. As a ‘eader, how
conscientious are you? How
generous? 2. What is your duty to
those over you? To those under
you?

DPEN: What is the worst invest-
ment (of tima, money, etc.) you
ever made? Why?

DIG: 1. What does "bread” sym-
bolize? What happens when you
“cast your bread” {v.1)? How will
the giving of “portions” help in a
tme of disaster {v.2)7 2, What do
the matter-of-fact observations in
varse 3 imply? 3. Why are those
who just “watch” so unproductive
and ignorant (vv.4-5)? 4, How do
the observations in verses 3-3
lead to the concluding advice
{v.6)7 How does this refate to the
advice in verse 17

REFLECT: 1. How well do you
manage your time? Money?
Emotions? 2. In what areas of life
are your ‘investments” oo con-
cantrated? Spread too thin?

OPEN: 1. Who was the wildest
classmate when you ware grow-
ing up? What has happened 1o
that person? 2. On the scale of 1
{= blissfully ignorant} to 0 (=
painfully aware), how well do you
see the conseguences of your
actions? Give an example of
underestimating the conse-
quences. 3. As you grow older,
which do you want 1o hold on to
most; {a) Youthful body? (&)
Youthful mind? (¢} Youthful
heari? 4. What do you imagine
you'll be like a1 age 1007

DIG: 1. What are “the days of
darkness™ {11:8] and why does
the Teacher want us {0 “ramem-
per* tham? What light do the other
axhortations  to  “remember”

863
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9-107 What qualfios the joy
! experience? How are youth
d vigor “meaningless"? 3, What
esthe long sentence in 12:1-5a
scrice? What sort of deserip-
n is this: Positive, negative, or
utral? Realistic ar _Bmuﬁ.:m_:‘q
in regrets or pipe dreams? 4,
1at event is described in 12:5b-
ls this akin to the Christian
e of etarnat life? Or is ha

saking merely of finaifty ? Which

the bock as awhele? 5, In 12:8

motte iz repeated (see 1:2).

at dees this signal? What does

eveal about any change of

spectiva by the Teacher?

FLECT: 1. How much do “ster-
coneerns™ affect your daily
isions? Which areas of your
are least influenced by your
Vvin God? Which are most? 2,
I} :m_m do you fesl to “be happy”
enjoy life? 3. How can you
'ember your Creator in the
3 of your youth"? How can you
children to do s07? 4. How has
" faith in God affected your
ok on aging? Cn dying? Cn

n? Which do you fear most?

\.wc yearn for one of these?

W" 1. Name ong of the best
 you ever read. Why did you
7 s_.qm.d is orie ot the worst?
‘e a mini-aulegy for yourself.
2 parson nextio you. Which
rasier to do?

“_. Wha is speaking in 12:9-
L. How is the Teacher de-
41 (vv.9-10)? What work has
1e?3. What do verses 11-12
against? Who is the “Shep-
in verse 117 4. Mow does
reaker summarize his intgr-
ion of the book (13-14)7
uomm this compare to the
ngs in the rest of the bogk?

ZCT: 1. in retrospect, how
1 respond to the reflections
book? What do you feel
tsauthor? 2, Which discus-
id the most impact an your
97 3. How do you think its
would want you to apply
% to your life? How do you
iod would?

1950 then, banish anxlety from your heart
and cast offl the troubles of your body,
for youth and vigor are meaningless.

H N Remember your Creator
in the days of your youth,
ueMwmm %Hm days of trouble come
3 e years appreach when i
'I find no pleasure in Ema..awsc vl s,
“before the sun and the light
and the moon and the stars grow dark
and the clouds return after the rain;
Swhen the keepers of the house tremble
wsa M_Nm strong men stoop, '
when the grinders cease because they are few,
and those looking through the ’ H
“when the doors to the mz.mwﬁ are ﬁﬁmmsm grow dim;
and the sound of grinding fades;
when men rise up at the sound of birds
but all their songs grow faint; ’
Swhen men are afraid of heights
and of dangers in the streets:
E:mm %m almond tree Eommosw
and the grasshopper drags hi
and desire ne longer mmwm_qm%mmq one
Then man goes to his eternal home
and mourners go about the streets,

*Remember him—before i i
or the golden bow] is %HWM_HS cond s severed,
before the pitcher is shattered at the spring
, or the wheel broken at the well, _
and the dust returns to the ground it came from
and the spirit returns to Ged who gave it, _

mnn 3
ﬂmmi:m_m.%._ Meaningless!"” says the Teacher.
verything is meaningless!”

The Conclusion of the Matter

Not cnly was the Teacher wi
ise, but also he imparted kn
the people. He pondered and searched out munuuﬁ in ow%m_m aqmwhw

proverbs. {9The Teacher searche j i
he wicts was prner s s.cm.n to find just the right words, and what

"The words of the wise are like

d
firmiy embedded nails—given by ozm n%dmmm
of anything in addition to them,

Of making many bo i
body. g Yy books there is no end, and much study wearies the

their collected sayings like
herd. 12Be warned, my son,

aznw.\ all has been heard;
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INVITATION to
SONG OF SONGS

Agenda/60 minutes: Start off your group study with this one-hour
invHatlon, using the questions in the margin of this page and these suggested
tnes: (1) OPEN/15 minutes; (2] DIG/30 minutes; (3) REFLECT/15
uthites. Then plunge Into the 7-week plan below, using the questions which
acvompany the focus text, Use other sources to amplify this invitation page,
Inrluding the maps at the back of this hook.

Author: Traditionatly, King Solomon s thought to be the author of this book.
Iluwever, its title, ** Solomon’s Song of Songs™ (1: 1), can mean asong by, for
or about Sotomon. For this and other reasons, the Identity of the author
reimalns an open question.

ite: Perhaps during Solomaon’s reign, C. 970-930 BC, but the presence of
{'vrsian [oan-words suggests a later date for the final editing.

‘Theme: A celebration of love between a man and a woman which is akin to
God's love for his people.

Historical Background: Solomon’s dynasty, his unsurpassed wisdom and
weaith, and his many wives and concublnes are perplexing contrasts to the
slmple rustic purity of the Seng of Songs.

¢:haracteristics: Interpretations of this *“ best of all songs'’ vary widely. Some
view it literally, as a human love poem about King Solomon and his bride.
O)thers see a third character In a triangle of relationships: a shepherd figure
wha Is the true lover and who wins the Shulammite girl’s hand over against
ihe advances of Solomon. Some understand the book to be an anthology of
unrelated love poems, with no overall story to tell. Many interpret this lovers’
xong as an ailegory, depicting efther God's love for Israel or Christ’s iove for his
bride, the Church. Still others think that the song makes no such connection
10 Gad’s love, but that it Is only natural that the wonders of human love Inspire
thoughts of its divine source. Readers are sometimes surprised to find an
eapliclt love song in the Bible, hence the many attempts to spirituatize away its
uccaslonatly erotic lyrics. Still other readers who try singing these same lines to
thelr lovers will be disappointed to find that the eroticism gets lost in the
transtation. Another problem in understanding the Song of Songs has to do
with the frequent change of voice and scene. Questions in the margin, along
with the captions In the text, are deslgned to help follow the tavers’ dialogue.

7-week
plan Focus Text/Subject
1 1:1-2:7/The First Meeting: “The Bud of Romance”
2 2:8-3:5/The Second Meeting: “The Blossom of Courtship"”
3 3:6-11/The Third Meeting: “The Wedding Song™
4 4:1-5:1/The Fourth Meeting: **Some Enchanted Evening”
5 5-2.6:3/The Fifth Meeting: *' The Absence of the Lover”
6 6:4-7:9a/ The Sixth Meeting: “The Return of Love”
7 7:0b-8:14/The Climactic Meeting: *'A Romp in the Woods™

OPEN: 1. From ycur family phote
alburn, pick feur snapshots {of
your early dating life, courtship
days, wedding day of hen-
eymoon) to bring to the small
group, Share these with the
group. Which one is the most tell-
ing in terms of your cwn “lave
story"? If you are net married,
share a love song that is particu-
jarly meaningful tc you and ex-
plain why. 2. Complete this sen-
tence: "Loveis ..." Gompare your
definitions: What do they have in
common? 3. When was it you tirst
feil in love?

DIG: Read this invitation page and
leaf through Solomon's carefuliy
adited family album, noting each
change of voice and scene. 1.
What are some things 1o icok out
for in this book? Whal are your
first impressions? The main
characiers? Key episodes? He-
peated refrains? 2. Who did you
see in the varlous “snapshots™?
What picture, in particular, caught
your eye? Why? What caption
would you assign to it? 3. 1# you
were a librarian, where would you
file this book: Under fiction? Po-
etry? Love and Sex? R-rated?
Gothic Romances? History? 4.
How would you describe the Sang
of Songs in a book report: The
writing  style? Coherancy?
prama? Purpose? 5. Judging
from chapters 1 and 8, what of
significance must have happened
in betwsen? 6. What modern
song, book or movie for lovers
paraliels this pook? How? 7. If the
Song of Songs were dropped from
the Bible, what would be missing
from the story of God's re-
demptive work in history?

REFLECT: 1. Given the cursent
trust level of your group and any
couples in it, how wiiling are you
o discuss the questions in the
margin regarding leve, sex and
marriage? {Litmus test: Role play
some of the lover's lines on ene
another. Are any of you blushing
“rgd"?) 2. What do you nope 1o
learn from this book about love
hetwean you and yours? Between
you and Christ? 3. Toget the most
out of tha Song of Songs, what will
you put into it? How will you apply
yourself to the group disciplines
(of study, prayer, shared lead-
ership, outreach, confidentiality,
accountability, e16.}?
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