
Off-ramp #3 - Finding the Disconnect 

1. Sample 3 Christian friends and ask them to describe their view of heaven 

and compare it with your own. Is your view of heaven in the clouds and 

largely divorced from this world? 

 

 

2. How much time did you spend in corporate and private worship and 

devotion last week?  

 

 

3. How many decisions that you made last week regarding how you used your 

time or money were directly influenced by your faith or by Biblical 

principles. Explain.  

 

 

 

4. Is there a disconnect between your spiritual faith and the overall direction 

of your life? Draw a picture that portrays how your faith is influencing both 

the direction of your life and your stewardship of time and money. Share 

your picture with a friend and prayerfully explore how you can find a way 

to life a fuller, more whole-life faith that has greater influence on your 

entire life.  
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Off-ramp #4 - Picturing Coming Home to God’s Best 

1. Read back over the biblical imagery of the shalom vision of God in this  

chapter and in the biblical references cited. Meditate on these images and 

reflect on how they are different from the seductive messages of our 

modern culture. Write down where you still find yourself in terms of the 

competing aspiration of Boom City and the City of Shalom. 

 

 

2. Reflect on those areas of human need that touch you most deeply in the 

lives of people in your church, community and the larger world. Now stop 

and imagine the shalom of God flooding into that situation and bringing 

God’s loving transformation. Write down what you imagine.  

 

 

3. Now imagine how the direction and the character of your life might change 

if you did what Jesus and many other disciples have done, to place the 

shalom purposes of God at the centre of your life.  

 

 

 

4. Finally, try drawing a picture of how the coming of the shalom of God 

might transform both your life and those areas of need that most urgently 

touch your heart. Share all you have written and drawn with a friend, 

praying earnestly that “God’s kingdom will come and God’s will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven!” 


