‘I will live in them and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
Therefore come out from them,
and be separate from them,
says the Lord, and touch
nothing unclean; then I will
welcome you, and I will be
your father, and you shall be
my sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.’

Lev. 26:11-12 +
Ezek. 37:27

Isa. 52:11
Ezek. 20:34
2 Sam. 7:14
Isa. 43:6

Notice how Paul joins texts together from the Old Testament and
changes their focus. He wants to show his readers how such
promises given to Israel are being fulfilled today in the local church
because of Christ who fulfils them.
Summary of point II:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

III.

Living as people in the presence of God (7:1)
Paul calls the church the “temple of the living God”
– not a building, but a people (he chooses a Greek
word for “temple” which refers to the space in the Holy of Holies
where God’s presence was symbolised for Israel within the Temple
and Tabernacles of old. He portrays the church as “housing” the
very presence of God, by the Holy Spirit. Christians can live in that
holy relationship God makes possible for us, and live to be a
blessing to others in the world.
Summary of point III:
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Introduction to 2 Corinthians
The Apostle Paul is the author of this New Testament letter. It stands out among
his letters for containing more autobiographical material. The letter is likely to
have been written in 55CE perhaps from Macedonia to the people of the churches
of Corinth, Greece, later in the same year that he had written 1 Corinthians. It
seems that Paul wrote as many as four letters to the church at Corinth:

the letter referred to in 1 Corinthians 5:9

The First Letter to the Corinthians

a “severe” letter (see 2 Corinthians 2:3–4)

The Second Letter to the Corinthians
The Second Letter to the Corinthians, or 2 Corinthians, is addressed to a wider
audience than the others (see 1:1), perhaps to share its teaching; perhaps to keep
the Corinthians accountable. How things had changed from the first
correspondence! A group of men had come to Corinth, who presented themselves
as “apostles”. They were, in Paul’s estimation, false teachers who were
challenging Paul’s personal integrity, and his authority as an apostle, and seducing
some Corinthian Christians away from Paul and his Gospel with their different
teaching. Paul made a quick trip to Corinth to see whether he could remedy the
situation. The visit turned out to be painful and did not accomplish its purpose. So
when Paul returned to Ephesus, he wrote the Corinthians a severe letter “out of
great distress and anguish of heart and with many tears” (2:4). That letter is
probably lost to us. After trouble in Ephesus (see Acts 19:23–41), Paul set out for
Macedonia by way of Troas. He expected to meet Titus in Troas to get news of the
effect of his severe letter on the Corinthian church, but Titus was not there
(see 2Co 2:12–13). Still deeply concerned, and despite the fact that the Lord had
opened up an opportunity to preach the gospel at Troas, Paul said goodbye to the
believers there and moved on to Macedonia, where he met Titus. To his relief, the
news from the Corinthian church was basically good. The severe letter had
brought its intended results (7:5–16). The encouraging report of Titus of the
improved situation at Corinth is the immediate occasion of the writing of 2
Corinthians. Not all the tensions were dealt with as we will see in chapters 10-13.
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Notes for sermon #8
1.

Note that Paul has taught elsewhere about marriage (1 Cor 7).
There’s no reference to marriage here despite it often being quoted
to prohibit relationships with non-Christians. Don’t use vs. 14 as a
proof text out of context!

2 Corinthians 6:14—7:1

Warm Up
Discuss:
“The local church is the hope of the world” Bill Hybels. Do you
think he could be right? Why? Why not?





Paul employs 5 rhetorical questions in vss 14-16 in support of his
command in vs. 14. The Ancient Greek demands the answer
“nothing” in each case. Read each line aloud and add the word
“nothing” for full effect.

In what ways do you think your church might currently be a
blessing to other people?

Beliar (or Belial) is a name for God’s adversary, Satan.
It means _______________

2.

Sermon Notes



Living with “no mismatches” (6:14-16)
Summary of point I:
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

What sort of mismatch is in mind?
Who are the “unbelievers” in Paul’s mind?
“Unequally yoked” picks up an Old Testament image - Deut. 22:10
Compare Paul’s teaching in 1 Cor. 5:9-10 to these verses.
Contradiction?
Ignore the later addition of a heading between verses 13 and 14.
Paul is still defending his status as an ‘apostle’ and is concerned for
Christians who have “closed” their hearts to Paul and his Gospel.

II.

Living with God’s promises to the Church (6:16-18)
Paul adds a second support for his command in vs. 14
in the form of a mini Old Testament Bible study in
these verses.
See below how Paul’s references from the Old Testament in these
verses in their original context of exile pictured the overlords who
captured and enslaved Israel as “unbelievers” or “defiled ones”. God
called them to “come out from them” to a new future—a new
covenant.

(Continued on page 4)
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