Sermon Series: Imago Dei
#6 What is your mission in life? – 2 Cor. 5:11-21
[Play brief video - Mission Impossible phone booth]
In the fictitious world of Mission Impossible, Ethan
Hunt, the main character, is never in doubt about his
goals, his mission in life.
But what about you? What is your mission in life? As a
human being? As a Christian?
The bible tells us about our origins and our identity:
 Once, humans enjoyed harmony with God and
with all of creation,
 A serious breach of trust resulted in our
separation from God and our struggle with each other and the world.
The image of God in us was marred and diminished in a significant way,
 Humans needed reconciliation and restoration,
 But God had planned for our re-creation from the inside out. God sent
one who perfectly represents humanity, perfectly reflects God’s image,
to perfectly unite us with God and conform us to His own image.
Now we can ask what changes God makes in us, so we are more like Christ?
Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians, chapter 5 is a good place to look. The
Apostle Paul declares the impact on us in a headline – “New Creation”.
In verse 17 he states boldly,
if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!
God’s not offering a mere image make-over; nor a partial patch up. What
Christ has done for us, for that marred and disfigured image of God in us, is
something wholly new for all people – a new creation!
This week Lou Ottens, inventor of the audio cassette tape,
died at aged 94.
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Someone suggested that half-way through Lou’s funeral, the coffin should be
turned over 😉.
His wonderful invention made audio recordings portable. But cassette tapes were
notoriously flawed and faulty. Remember the muffled
hissing of analogue recordings? The nightmare of
untangling tapes curled up inside the player, often
rendering it useless.

The digital revolution, a new creation, replaced cassettes and made them
redundant forever in the 1990’s.1 Suddenly you could
store and share endless songs in superior quality that
did not perish – this was no makeover, it was a wholly
new creation.
That’s Paul’s pitch here in verse in verse 17 of 2 Corinthians 5 about the impact
of Jesus’ death for sin upon our lives. That marred and disfigured image of God
in humanity is granted something wholly new, superior, and imperishable.
The full implications of God’s sanctifying work in us will not be complete till
Christ returns2, but those who are “in Christ”3 can now join with Paul in a new
sense of identity and purpose. Paul’s own testimony provides some clues:

1. Paul’s motivation & orientation (14, 15)
Firstly, note Paul’s motivation & new direction as a Christian. We read from
verse 14…
14

For the love of Christ compels us4, because we are convinced that one
has died for all; therefore all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that
those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who
died and was raised for them.
Paul and his companions…
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The first portable MP3 player was released for sale in 1997.
Phil. 1:6
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Commonly Paul’s shorthand for those who have put their faith in Jesus e.g. 1 Cor. 15:22
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Gk. synechein can mean “Holds fast”, but also involves a forward thrust. Good paraphrases include: “lays
claim to us”, “urges us on”, “leaves us no choice”. One mentor of mine translated it “is the springboard of all
our actions”.
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were motivated and energised by the love of Christ,
were convinced that God’s plan to rescue & restore is for all people,
knew who and what they lived for, and
were assured of their future destiny.
Paul was compelled by the love of Christ shown so clearly in the cross.5
Compelled to do what? He found he had no choice but to live for Christ’s
purposes, and to serve the needs of others in Christ’s name. This
radically re-shaped his own life’s goals.

REFLECT – What motivates you in life? What energizes you?
Author Scott Hafemann says rightly, the Church must “recover the heart
of the gospel that so motivated Paul.”6
How do you engage with God so that Christ’s love compels you to love
and serve other people as God loves them?
A change of motivation and direction like this is pretty good evidence of
God’s new, creative work within you.

2. Paul’s changed view of others (16)
Secondly, note how Paul’s view of other people was radically changed. He
writes in 2 Cor. 5:16…
From now on… we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him
no longer in that way.7
In the past Paul’s attitudes to others were governed by power, prejudice and
pride.8 That’s most likely what he means by a “human point of view”: attitudes
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Paul writes in Galatians 6:14, “May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ… a new
creation is everything!”
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NIV Application Commentary - 2 Corinthians, p250
7
Some commentators and translators take this to mean something triumphal: e.g. NLT “So we have stopped
evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of
view. How differently we know him now!” And Hafemann who says, “Even Christ must no longer be viewed as
hanging on the cross, but as raised in glory”.
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of judgment that divide and destroy and elevation the self at the expense of
others.9
Paul once judged Jesus by those old measures.10 But, as Tom Wright explains…
“When Paul looks at [Christ], he sees him, too, in a new way; there was a
time when all his dreams of (God’s plans) were concentrated on ‘purely
human’, that is, ‘fleshly’, ideals – a Messiah who would conquer the
enemies of God, build the Temple of God, establish a ‘purely human’
kingdom.”11
In light of the cross, Paul now judged people by one standard only - by Jesus,
the crucified one.12
Christ came to address our shared human plight. In verse 19 Paul says,
God was in Christ “reconciling the world back to God, not counting their
trespasses against them.”
In verse 21 he says,
“For our sake God made [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.”
This sacrificial love for all, even for Jesus’ enemies, radically changed Paul’s
view of other people. The, just like him, are radically loved by God.
Billie Eilish has an astonishing attitude to other people.
At 17 years old she had received 141 nominations, had
137 million followers, could boast 55 billion streams,
and had 19 songs in the Billboard hot 100. Despite her
soaring success, her attitude towards her devoted fans stands out in the crowd
of celebrities. She says of them,
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E.g. Phil 3:3-11
Paul’s opponents often condemned him by those same worldly judgments and prejudices he now rejected
e.g. Phil. 3:2
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Acts 9:1-2
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Paul for Everyone – 2 Corinthians, by NT Wright, p64
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See 1 Cor. 2:1,2; Gal. 6:14,15
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“I don't even call them fans. I don't like that. They're literally just a part
of my life; they're a part of my family. I don't think of them as on a lower
level than me. I don't think I'm anything but equal to all of them. So
yeah, they're basically all of my siblings.”
Paul displayed an astonishing attitude towards others that would have stood
out in the crowd in his day. To him, each person matters; each of us is equally
loved by God. Old attitudes that divide, diminish, and deflate others and
position them to our own advantage have no currency with God.13 Paul saw
others as he saw himself in the light of the crucified one.
REFLECT – How are your attitudes towards other people right now? Especially
towards the those outside society’s preferred norms? What
opportunities do you give the Holy Spirit to change your view of
others?
A change in how you view others is pretty good evidence of God’s new
creation at work in you.

3. Paul’s mission was clear (19,20)
Finally, evidence of God’s transformation of Paul’s heart is shown in his clear
and enduring mission in life. He says in verses 19 and 20…
“God entrusted to us the message of reconciliation… we are
ambassadors for Christ.”
As a church founded upon the apostles of Christ, we should fashion all our
presence and purpose on being representatives of everything Jesus stands
for. Our chief goal is to share with the world the Good News that God has
provided the way to be right with God and the way forward to a new humanity
marked by love, humility, service and peace.

Your mission should you choose to accept it…
This message will not self-destruct in 5 seconds. Nor should our mission in life
be kept secret. We exist to display to the Gospel of Jesus to the world, in our
words, in our attitudes, and in our actions. God is conforming us more and
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See Galatians 3:28 and Colossians 3:11
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more into the image of the crucified one who is the standard. He is our true
measure of the humanity God is newly creating.
Paul writes elsewhere, “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Phil.
1:6)
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