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Sermon Series: Breath and Living Water 

#3 Life-giving Church - Ezekiel 47 

How are you? 

A good question to ask those in our city of Melbourne during lockdown is: “How 

are you?” But, normally in Australian conversation when we say “How are you?” 

we mostly mean “Hello”. So, it’s easy to ignore the true condition of the other 

person, and it’s easy, if you’re the one asked, to hide your true condition.  

A mentor of mine in the past had an interesting way of asking this question. 

Whenever we met, John would ask, “How are you?” Then he would pause, and 

ask again, “How are you… really?”  

“How are you… really?” I wonder what you’re real answer might be? Are you 

anxious? Are you troubled? A bit down? Struggling? Uncertain about the future? 

The internet makes it easy to have these conversations, 

doesn’t it? Just click on one of these cats on screen that 

best represents you right now      . Well, that’s very cute, 

but it’s clearly inadequate for truly connecting with the 

needs of others and being able to offer them real 

refreshment and hope.   

ABC talks statistics show… 
A recent survey of 60000 Australians in the ABC Australia Talks campaign 

revealed that, even outside of Covid lockdown, many of our neighbours could 

use some refreshment and hope… 

• around 68% of Australians are pessimistic about the future of the world 

right now.   

• more than half think that young people will be worse off in the future 

than their parents, and  

• a whopping 79% of Australians think it’s harder to know who to trust 

these days.   

If you were to ask someone right now, “How are you… really?” you may find 

that they do yearn for a future that is life-giving, not life-draining. 
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Israel’s pessimism in the 6thC BC 
If we could go back and survey the ancient people of Israel in the times when 

Ezekiel chapter 47 was written, we’d find a despondent and pessimistic people.  

The Book of Ezekiel is written from the point of view of a prophet in exile, in 

Babylon, during the 6th Century BC. The first 24 chapters point to the persistent 

sins and injustices of God’s people and the rightful judgment of God. Chapters 

25-32 pronounce God’s judgment on the surrounding nations for their crimes.  

A decade earlier, the Southern Kingdom of Israel, like that in the north, had been 

ransacked, the people captured, displaced, and enslaved. To help them, God 

raised up a person, a prophet from among them; one of their own, involved in 

their plight who could make clear why they were in trouble and then to bring 

them hope and refreshment from God.   

From chapter 33, Ezekiel’s prophecies turn from the past to the future; from 

what was wrong, to what will be right - to visions of a surprisingly hopeful 

future only God could provide. 

One of those visions, recorded in Ezekiel 47, is that of a 

refreshing and life-giving river. The people could not 

imagine, nor create such a future for themselves; nor did 

they deserve such love and grace from God. Yet, founded 

on God’s promises of old, and consistent with God’s 
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continuing plan of salvation for all, Ezekiel pictured how God’s grace and 

goodness will abound. 

This miraculous river of life-giving water emerges from an envisioned future 

temple. It flows in ever-increasing volume. It spreads eastward across the desert 

mountains and down to the Dead Sea. He writes in verse 9: 

 Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and 

there will be very many fish, once these waters reach there. It will become 

fresh; and everything will live where the river goes. (Ezek. 47:9) 

Emphasising the life-giving hope in this vision further, he writes in verse 12: 

On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees 

for food. Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear 

fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the 

sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing. (Ezek. 

47:12) 

Anyone who’s travelled to Palestine knows that no 

such water source exists in literal form. Any such 

river bringing life to the Dead Sea (where nothing 

lives) must be truly symbolic, reminding us of other 

references to God as a river.1  

Even the spring wady flowing from rocks at En Gedi that once harboured and 

sustained King David.2 It could never grow to the point of establishing a fishing 

trade. Plus, the degradation of the land today due to industrial exploitation of 

its fragile ecology at this, the lowest point on the earth’s surface means that 

any new life would be a miracle indeed! Here is a picture of God’s refreshing 

and life-giving grace to come in the future.   

Recently in the Santa Theresa community in the Northern Territory, the local 

football oval was transformed from this… 

 

…to this 

 
1 See Ps. 46:4; 65:9; Isa. 33:20-24 
2 1 Sam. 23:29 
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The locals all commented on what a miracle the transformation is, but we can 

analyse all the wonderful engineering that has made it possible. This vision of a 

new grass oval was completely within the power of those involved. 

The vision Ezekiel presented was beyond any human intervention; it is truly 

symbolic. We Christians can be doubly sure of its symbolism because Ezekiel’s 

life-giving waters appear again in another vision - in Revelation chapter 22 - to 

be fulfilled at the time of Christ’s promised return.3 John writes: 

Then the angel[a] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of 

the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life[b] with its 

twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 

tree are for the healing of the nations.  

To the exiles of ancient times, as to persecuted Christians in the days of John, 

and so to all Christians today, these life-giving waters are an encouragement to 

faith and hope in God, even in the face of grave circumstances.  

This vision of life-giving water tells us much about God’s love for us in Jesus.  

The vision is given to lift up downcast faces towards a future of fulness and life 

for those who trust in God.  

I love the way Ezekiel’s prophecy draws the listener 

in. He invites us to move from the shallows of the 

stream to the depths of God’s love and grace as we 

continue on the journey of discipleship. “Come on 

in”, he seems to say, “the water is [truly] fine”.  

The New Testament assures us that Jesus is the key to this life-giving water God 

offers to all people. He said, “I have come to give life, and give it in abundance”.4 

He promised that He, as was said of God in the Old Testament, is the fountain5 

from which this living water proceeds. His Spirit is the flowing river of life. And 

He intends for those waters to flow from His people to bless others.6 

 
3 Rev. 22:6,7 
4 John 10:10 
5 Psalm 36:9 
6 John 7:37-38 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31066a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2022&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31067b
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How are you… really? 

One of the simple ways we can minister such grace, (such living water) during 

lockdown is to be intentional in our contact showing care for our friends, 

congregation members, and neighbours during a time like Covid lockdown. It’s 

too invasive to ask, “How are you… really? But here are some alternatives… 

1. Recall and ask about circumstances  

If your memory is not too good, keep a 

diary, or notes in a prayer app or journal. 

The prophets shared their visions of hope 

as fellow sufferers. They knew the 

challenges facing the people around them and shared in the peoples’ 

plight – a pattern we know well in the life of Jesus. 

2. Ask about a hope for the future  

For example, perhaps you know about a goal your friend currently as on 

hold. Ezekiel tapped in to the hope of every Israelite to return to their land 

and to live in peace. He gave people assurance that God has fulness of life 

to give toward the goals we set. You can do similar for others today. 

3. Ask them what you can pray about for them  

If you are going to ask this, be sure to follow through. Later you can assure 

them that you did. If we were to ask Australians in a survey, “does anyone 

pray for you?” the numbers would be very low. Ezekiel was one who 

carried through with his words to the people. You may be surprised at 

how encouraged others are when you contact them later and ask how 

things turned out for the matters you prayed about.  

 

Though these three actions above may seem simple or rudimentary, they 

represent ordinary ways in which the extraordinary work of God’s Spirit [the 

flow of life-giving water] can be ministered to others. Jesus said, “‘Out of the 

believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” He envisioned His Church 

extending life-giving rivers of God’s grace to others in love, justice, in service, 

and in hope. So let’s get fully immersed in the river ourselves, and say to 

others, “Come on in, the water is fine.” 
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