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Sermon Series: Unshakeable 

#1 The promises of God - 2 Peter 1:1-11 

Intro 

Promises, promises, promises. There’s no time like a federal election campaign 

to hear about promises. But sadly, the conversation quickly turns to how we 

lack trust in the word of the people who order our lives!  

In times past it was said that a person’s word or promise was their bond. But, 

as Machiavelli so astutely observed about politics,  

"The promise given was a necessity of the past: the word broken is a 

necessity of the present." 

More telling still, that great old fictional satirist, Mark Twain, said:  

“Better a promise broken than to make no promise at all.” 

Unfulfilled, empty and broken promises are often the subject of modern 

cinematic storytelling as in literature and philosophy of older times. For 

example, in the Marvel Cinematic Universe brothers Loki and Thor are a good 

study. Loki is a character fans expect will break his promises! In Avengers: 

Infinity War, when the Asgardians are defeated and both Loki and Thor are at 

the mercy of Thanos, Loki makes a promise to Thor: “I assure you, brother, the 

sun will shine on us again.” There is no such future! And to be sure, Loki is 

killed, and by the end of Avengers: Endgame, his promise remains unfulfilled. 

[Sorry, I should I have said, “Spoiler alert”]. 

It's sad to say it, but our experience of broken promises, empty promises, and 

unfulfilled promises in ordinary life can impact the way we regard the promises 

of God found in the Bible.  

That’s where this new sermon series comes in. My hope is that God will build 

in you a stronger foundation for confidence in God, Who makes many 

promises to us, amidst the challenges, chances, and changes of this life.  

The witness of others 
The first step I want to take to that end is to point to people of the past who 

trusted God at His Word.  
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When visiting the Duomo in Milan, Italy, some years back, I was struck by the 

many sculptures of heroes of faith from times past standing above the city 

facing in all directions as if heralds of hope to all people today. 

One of the greatest encouragements to trust in God’s Word today is the trust 

that ordinary people of the past showed in God’s faithfulness.  

For example, when the Apostle Paul was on trial before King Agrippa for being 

a troublemaker late in his life, how do you think he defended himself before 

the judge? Did he appeal for mercy? Did he call for a miracle?  

No, Paul’s defence began like this… 

“And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our 

ancestors that I am on trial today?” (Acts 26:6) 

Paul could have appealed to his accomplishments (healings, miracles). He 

could have leaned on his credentials (“I’m a Roman citizen”). But instead, he 

based his integrity on trusting in the promises of God as found in the Bible. 

We heard encouragement from the Apostle Peter encouraging the same, 

saying: 

“We have been given God’s precious and very great promises… [so that 

we] may become participants of the divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4) 

I encourage you to take time to read Hebrews chapter 11. It lists many 

ordinary faithful people from times past, from Abel to Abraham, from Moses 

to Rahab, from David to Mary. They are listed as you would honour heroes, 

but, in fact, God is the hero of their stories for our encouragement today.  

People from all walks of life in the bible trusted God’s promises: rulers, 

servants, teachers, tradies, doctors, the infirmed, male, female, marrieds, 

singles, wealthy and poor. The common denominator was that they built their 

lives on the promises of God. 

According to 2 Peter 1:4, God’s promises aren’t just good, they are “very 

great”. They aren’t just valuable, they are “precious” – jewels to be treasured.1 

 
1 According to Hebrews these faithful ones of old were “heirs of the promise” (Heb. 6:17). They lived life 
knowing that awaited them and lived life accordingly. 
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They enable us to participate in a new reality, the sphere of God’s grace where 

wholeness and love, hope and purpose are the ingredients of life. 

The Bible tells us that God’s promises are grounded in who God is; that is, 

God’s character. For example, God proves to be… 

• Unchanging – not swayed by moods and seasons (James 1:17) 

• Faithful – true to God’s word (Heb. 10:23) 

• Strong – capable of carrying out what is promised (Philippians 1:6) 

• Trustworthy – God “cannot lie” (Titus 1:2) 

A rock cannot swim, an elephant cannot levitate, and God cannot lie. It’s a 

solid foundation in both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. 

REFLECT – Let me pause for a moment to ask you to think of someone 

you trust today. Consider for a moment how valuable that faithfulness is 

to you right now. How did their being true to their word benefit you in 

life? 

Even more, then, think of the greater benefit and advantage to those who 

trust God – the God who is unshakeably faithful to His promises! The benefit is 

not an absence of uncertainty in this world, but access to hope and resilience 

and community originating in God. God gives us promises that make for a 

strong foundation for life’s inevitable changes and challenges. The Psalmist 

knew this to be true. For example, in Psalm 25 we read: 

“Those who revere God know the friendship of God; they come to know 

the secret of God’s promises. My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for God 

will pluck my feet out of the net.” (Psalm 25:14,15) 

Knowing God, who is faithful, changes how you live your life for the better. 

What Promises? 
Dr. Everek R. Storms from Ontario, writing in Contact magazine said: 

“The [Bible] contains a grand total of 8,810 promises. How do I know? I 

counted them.” Of those, 7,487 are promises from God to human beings 

(about 85 percent of all the Bible’s promises).”2 This could be a very long 

 
2 Plus, 991 instances of one person making a promise to another person, 290 promises from people to God, 
some by angels, most of them found in Luke, nine promises made by the devil, two made by an evil spirit, and 
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sermon series if you wish! But we will only look at nine very significant 

promises of God in this new series. 

The starting point today is to encourage you to turn to the promises of God in 

the daily matters of life with confidence… 

• Are you fearful today? Time to open Joshua 1:9 or Matthew 28:20 and 

know that in the face of great challenges God promised to be with His 

people wherever they go, whatever they may face. 

• Is your life in chaos? Feeling like the world’s against you? Time to open 

Romans 8:28 and be reassured that “all things work together for good 

for those who love the Lord.” 

• Are there dark clouds on the horizon? Remember Jesus words to his 

followers, “In this world you will have trouble, but take heart I have 

overcome the world” (John 16:33) 

Conclusion 
Warren Wiersbe has said, "We [Christians] live by God's promises, not by God's 

explanations." Trusting God’s Word is, it’s true, an act of faith. But we need not 

imagine that we are called to “blind faith”, as if there is a mere fog of mystery! 

We certainly will not know everything of how God might fulfil promises made 

to us in the Bible, but the Scriptures do give us innumerable examples of God 

fulfilling such promises in the lives of faithful people of the past. Their 

testimonies are recorded to strengthen our faith today.  

1. Firstly then, I encourage you to familiarize yourself with the promises of 

God in the Bible, especially those made to the people of old, for us 

today, for future generations. 

2.  Secondly, research some of the stories of how God fulfilled His promise 

to many ordinary people of older times. For example, make a start by 

reading Hebrews chapter 11 and choose to find the backstory of those 

who are listed as men and women of faith in God. Or, read stories of 

Christians from history who lived life “...according to God’s promise” (2 

Peter 3:13). Their testimonies and examples will encourage us to trust 

God today. 

 
two made by God the Father to God the Son. (Everek R. Storms, Standing on the Promises, Contact, March 
1978, 13–14. 
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Don’t let the broken promises of politicians, past partners, present employers, 

or passing acquaintances influence your trust in God. Instead, let me 

encourage you to build your life on firm foundation of God’s promises. 

 

 

 

Steve Webster St Michaels North Carlton May 2022 


