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Sermon Series: Unshakeable 
Building our lives on the promises of God 

#9 God’s presence is with you – John 3:5-8; 14:16-17; Acts 1:8 
Imagine a photographer shopping for a new tripod and the salesperson saying, 

“I have one on special today just for you, it’s really cheap! The only issue is that 

it has only two legs, so we’ve taken off one-third of the price.” 

Imagine a grandmother shopping for a tricycle for their grandchild and the 

salesperson says “I have one on special just today, it’s really cheap. There’s just 

one difference to other trikes – this one has just two wheels.” 

Or imagine a child buying a triangular prism to place on their window sill to 

refract the light so magically and beautifully. The shop assistant says to the 

child, “This one won’t cost you much – one third off! There’s just a slight 

difference here – one of the sides of the prism is opaque.”1 

Would you buy just two-thirds of the product you were looking for in a shop? 

When it comes to the promises of the bible about God, many people have 

settled for just two-thirds of the message about God.  

Ask a Christian to explain who God the Father is, and you’ll get a pretty clear 

reply. Ask a Christian who God the Son is, and most will talk of Jesus’ divinity. 

But ask a Christian who the Holy Spirit is and you may hear lots of umming and 

ahhing, and see them ducking and weaving. 

Today’s promise of God will not let us settle on two-thirds of God only.2 Jesus 

said to his disciples…. 

‘I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— the Spirit of truth.’ (John 14:16-17) 

Sadly, the Church has too often been like the salesperson who offers a 

discounted and deficient message about God. The Good News is that the Holy 

 
1 Thanks to Max Lucado for these illustrations from his book Unshakeable 
2 God is one, in three Persons. Theologically speaking, any experience of God the Father is with the fulness of 
God, and any encounter with the risen Jesus Christ with the fulness of God too. God is three-in-one, coequal in 
substance, but distinct in all three Persons in community within the Godhead. But many have been short-
changed by the Church and have not heard of the benefits of knowing the third person of the Holy Trinity in 
their lives. 
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Spirit is no minor topic in the bible, even if churches and preachers make the 

Spirit seem that way!  

In fact, there are more than 100 references in the Bible to the Holy Spirit. Jesus 

says more about the Holy Spirit than he does about the church or about 

marriage or about sexuality. And without God’s Spirit, Jesus says there is no 

new life to be lived! 

In John’s Gospel, as we heard in our reading today, we see the high priority 

Jesus placed on the Holy Spirit! In John chapter 3, Jesus says: 

‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above… no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 

Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.’ (John 

3:5-6)  

No one can see… No one can enter… without the work of the one Nicodemus 

had suspected was there in Jesus’ own earthly ministry – the Spirit of God. 

Perhaps that sounds restrictive (“No one”). On the contrary! It was the 

religions of the day that annexed people from God and made them rely on 

their own efforts through rituals and moral codes. In every age, it’s the closed 

hearts of men and women towards God that restricts them from knowing the 

free grace, love and goodness God offers. 

God the Father extends an invitation to all people to “see” and “enter” into a 

relationship of peace and blessing, freely and miraculously, through faith in 

the Son sent as saviour, with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

It’s no coincidence that the Biblical words for “Spirit” in Hebrew and Greek are 

interchangeable with “breath” or “wind”.3 Nicodemus, the Rabbi, found it hard 

to believe what he could not see and control. In verse 8 of John 3 Jesus says 

the Spirit is like the wind – we only perceive its effects – so too, then, we must 

attune ourselves to the astonishing impact of God’s Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit is essential to our re-birth – to new life with God. Like a 

spiritual midwife the Spirit of God delivers the goods for transforming our 

hearts within to be fit for a peaceful relationship with God. 

 
3 Ruach Hebrew, pneuma Greek. Jesus said to Nicodemus… ‘Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must 
be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ (John 3:7-8) 
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We need this spiritual renovation within because sin separates us from the 

giver of life. Our own efforts to make peace with God fail to meet this true 

deeper need within us all. Jesus says God’s Spirit is essential for new life. 

We see in Acts 1 that the Spirit of God is not only essential to new life with 

God, but also essential to the mission of the Church. As one writer puts it, “the 

Holy Spirit is the one Who makes God go, and therefore makes us go.” 

The Spirit empowers us to live God’s ways and make the Gospel known. On 

the brink of his ascension4 Jesus said to his disciples:  

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit descends upon you.” 

Can you imagine all the promises Jesus could have made at that point in his 

journey? Let’s pause and reflect for a moment. If you were there what grand 

solutions to life’s challenges would you have hoped Jesus might offer you?   

[pause] 

Instead, Jesus promised “power” through the third person of the Holy Trinity.  

I remember visiting ancient city ruins in Western Turkey and some of the 

young students challenged me to a race down a steep hill and back up again. I 

was 10 years younger and thought to myself “not a problem, I’ll take these 

young bucks”. Now the hill was carved out as an amphitheatre, thousands of 

years ago with large stone terraces, each stone nearly a metre in height. 

Running down the hill, I was nimble and quick reaching the lower landing with 

the young ones. But I’m a flat track runner. Some of these young men and 

women were climbers, not me. 

4 tiers up on the return journey to the top I was struggling badly. I could hardly 

lever my legs fast enough to lift my body to the next tier, let alone keep up 

with the rest. My quads and calves were burning!  

Then I felt a hand in the square of my back… pushing. I couldn’t turn to see 

who or what helped me to climb faster lest I might lose my balance and fall.  

This, for me, is an image the Holy Spirit’s power, presence, and help in my life. 

God’s Spirit enables believers to meet the challenges of walking in God’s ways 

and climbing the uphill battles that come with honouring God and making 

Jesus known. 

 
4 Acts 1:9-11 
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The “power” God offers comes in a great variety of forms, having a broad 

impact on the lives of the people of God. Such power comes in the form of 

gifts for ministry (e.g. 1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4). It also comes 

in the form of what Galatians labels “fruits of the Spirit” – traits that befit the 

children of God such as love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (see Gal. 5:22-23). 

We can also include the following benefits: 

• The comfort of God (Acts 9:31) 

• Guidance into all truth (John 16:13) 

• Prayers of intercession (Romans 8:26) 

• Assurance of salvation (Gal. 4:6-7; Rom. 8:16) 

• Signs of God’s help (Heb. 2:4; 1 Cor. 2:4; Rom. 15:18-19) 

• Freedom from condemnation (2 Cor. 3:17) 

• Faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus (2 Tim. 1:14) 

• Experience of the presence of God (John 14:16-17) 

The late John Stott said: “What we need is not more learning, not more 

eloquence, not more persuasion, not more organization, but more power from 

the Holy Spirit.” 

My story of climbing the amphitheatre at Pergamon ended with me making it 

to the top of that hill. I could finally turn and meet the Adonis who assisted my 

ascent all the way to the finish line. The power I needed came from outside of 

me. How thankful I was to have such a strong a helper? Philippians 2:13 (NCV) 

tells us: 

‘…God is working in you to help you want to do and be able to do what pleases God.’ 

As a follower of Jesus, I am thankful that I didn’t buy just two-thirds of the 

message about God. I’m grateful for the promise of the presence and help of 

the Holy Spirit. Would you settle for a two-legged tripod? A two-wheeled trike? 

A two-sided prism? Of course not! I urge you to sense, to see, to hear, to know 

the Spirit of God in creation, in your prayers, in your ministries, in your trials, 

in your witness, and in your acts of love. Avail yourself of the fulness of God 

freely offered to all people through faith in Jesus Christ, who promised: 

‘I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— the Spirit of truth.’ (John 14:16-17) 


